
Romans 3:21–31 

SESSION GOALS 
Every session has a point—what each participant should walk away from the discussion 
knowing, feeling, and doing. 
  
Main Idea: Those who place their faith in Christ and his gospel become recipients of God’s 
grace, which justifies, redeems, and atones for their law-breaking and empowers them for law-
keeping.   
  
Head Change: To know that right standing with God comes through faith in Jesus Christ apart 
from the law. 
  
Heart Change: To feel the freedom that God’s grace offers us through the redemption that is in 
Jesus Christ. 
  
Life Change: To exercise our faith in God by obeying his law. 
OPEN 
Have you ever taken what you would describe as a “leap of faith”? What was that 
experience like for you? 
  
While we inherently seek to earn God’s favor through law-keeping, the apostle Paul describes 
true salvation in another way entirely. Not by earning, but by receiving. Not through law-keeping, 
but faith. In this session, J.D. will introduce us to these ideas found in a passage scholars call 
the single most important paragraph in the whole Bible. 
READ 
Read Romans 3:21–31. 
WATCH 
Before viewing the session, here are a few important things to look for in J.D. Greear’s teaching. 
As you watch, pay attention to how he answers the following questions. 
 
What is the Romans Road to salvation? 
  
Apart from Christianity, what premise does every other religious message work from? 
  
What words in this passage does J.D. highlight as especially important? 
  
Show Session 5: Romans 3:21–31 (12 minutes). 
DISCUSS 
J.D. pointed out that what many Bible teachers and evangelists call the Romans Road to 
salvation begins here in this paragraph. How familiar are you with the Romans Road? Have 
you ever heard it being used for evangelism, or have you used it yourself? 
  
[Note: For further study on the Romans Road, see Go Deeper Section 1 at the end of this 
session.] 
  



2 
 

Read Romans 3:21–26. 
  
Paul concluded the previous section of this chapter by stating that “no one will be justified by the 
works of the law” because the law brings only the knowledge of sin. 
But Paul says in verse 21 that we can now know God’s righteousness “apart from the law.” Why 
is it significant that the righteousness of God is now revealed “apart from the law”?  How 
is it good news for us? 
  
Paul’s use of the phrase, “attested by the Law and the Prophets” in verse 21 is his way of 
grounding the argument in the Old Testament Scriptures. Grace is not a New Testament idea—
since the time of the Law and the Prophets, salvation has always come through grace. When 
you think of the Old Testament, do you think of grace? Why or why not? 
  
In what ways does Paul’s argument change the way you view the Old Testament? 
  
Verse 22 makes it clear where the righteousness of God can be found, how it can be received, 
and to whom it is offered. How do we become righteous? To whom is God’s righteousness 
offered? 
  
What difference has it made in your life to know that the phrase “to all who believe” 
applies to you? How could that phrase embolden your evangelism? 
  
In verses 22–23, Paul says that we all are offered God’s righteousness because we all have 
sinned. Anyone who believes in Jesus is justified, or declared righteous, freely by God’s grace. 
Why is it good news that God freely justifies those who have faith in Jesus? 
  
[Note: For further study on justification, see Go Deeper Section 2 at the end of this session.] 
  
When we are justified by God we are declared righteous, but we still struggle with sin. Has your 
struggle with sin caused you to doubt or question your justification? How so? 
  
What can you do to keep your justification front of mind, even while you battle your sin? 
  
J.D. highlighted and defined the word redemption. To redeem, he said, is to “buy something 
back,” or “to bring it back from destruction.” When God redeemed you, from what destructive 
habits and patterns did he buy you back? 
  
In what ways are you experiencing freedom from those patterns and habits? 
  
Paul ends this part of his argument by saying that Jesus is an “atoning sacrifice”—an 
appeasement for God’s wrath—which covers not just current and future sins but sins “previously 
committed.” What difference does it make to your faith to know that Jesus’s death and 
resurrection cover sins “previously committed”? 
  
[Note: For further study on the term “atoning sacrifice,” see Go Deeper Section 3 at the end of 
this session.] 
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By sending Jesus to atone for our sins, God showed that he could be righteous and declare 
righteous those who have faith in Jesus. So now, when God sees us, he doesn’t see broken 
sinners, but beloved sons and daughters. How does the cross deepen your understanding 
of God’s love for you? How does knowing the full work of grace shape your 
understanding of the gospel? 
  
J.D. summed up the gospel with four words: Jesus in my place. “Jesus took your place,” he 
said, “receiving the punishment you deserved so you could receive the acceptance he 
deserved,” all of which is received by faith. What strikes you about the simplicity of the 
gospel? Why? 
  
Does it feel easier or more difficult than earning our salvation? Explain your answer. 
  
Read Romans 3:27–31. 
  
In these verses, Paul stops to ask us a pertinent question: “Where, then, is boasting?” In other 
words, since salvation is a gift what do we have to brag about? We didn’t do anything to be 
made righteous—Jesus did it all. The gospel works to combat our pride, which so naturally 
springs up in our hearts. In what ways does pride still manifest itself in you? In what ways 
can the gospel correct you when you notice pride in yourself? 
  
Paul ends chapter 3 by returning to the law. As J.D. said, the law serves as a mirror that reveals 
our sin, driving us to Christ and his gospel. The gospel then drives us back to the law, guiding 
and empowering us to live obedient lives. In other words, the grace of God gives us the power 
to obey. How have you seen the grace of God work in your life to bring about greater 
obedience to God’s law? 
  
What could it look like to depend even more on God’s grace to obey him? 
  
[Note: For further study on the idea that grace empowers obedience, see Go Deeper Section 4 
at the end of this session.] 
  
The linchpin of God’s grace is faith. The Greek word for faith is pistis, which means “to lean your 
weight on” or “join yourself to.” While faith may seem like an easy path to receiving God’s grace, 
the reality is it’s sometimes hard to “lean our weight on” God. In what situations do you find it 
most difficult to lean on God? 
  
What can you do to exercise and build up your faith in God? What could it look like for 
you to live a life marked by faith? 
LAST WORD 
No amount of religion or morality can mend the rupture that sin has caused between us and 
God. Despite our efforts, religious obedience cannot change the substance of sinful hearts. We 
are fully incapable of removing our guilt; we need help from outside of us. 
  
And that’s precisely what Paul says Jesus has done. Through Christ, we are offered justification, 
redemption, and grace, all of which put us in right standing with God—we need only to receive it 
by faith. Have you “leaned your weight on” Christ, and Christ alone? 
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Commit to “join yourself to” Christ, who absorbed God’s wrath so that you might receive his 
righteousness and be welcomed into life with him forever. 
GO DEEPER 
The Go Deeper section has two potential functions. It can supplement your small group 
discussion by providing extra discussion material. We’ve highlighted a place where each of the 
following segments could fit in the Discuss section of the study guide. 
  
But you can also use these sections as short devotionals to carry you through the week until 
your next group meeting. Consider reading one section a day to deepen your study of the book 
of Romans. 
 
1.    The Romans Road 
  
Since the apostle Paul unpacks the gospel in his letter to the Romans so clearly and with such 
precision, many Christians depend on Romans for evangelism. The “Romans Road” to salvation 
is an evangelism tool pulled straight from the book of Romans. What do you think makes 
Romans such a good resource for explaining the gospel to others? 
  
While there are variations of the Romans Road, the intent is the same: to awaken people to their 
need for salvation and show them how to receive salvation. Traditionally the Romans Road 
highlights a series of verses in Paul’s argument, revealing our sin, need for salvation, and the 
way to justification: 
  

 Romans 3:23: “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 
 Romans 6:23: “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ 

Jesus our Lord.” 
 Romans 5:8: “But God proves his own love for us in that while we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us.” 
 Romans 10:9: “If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart 

that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” 
 Romans 10:13: “For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

  
Often, people use the Romans Road as a step-by-step evangelism tool. It is a succinct way of 
sharing the gospel with others that new Christians can easily learn and repeat. In what ways is 
the Romans Road an effective way of sharing the gospel? 
  
The advantage of a tool like the Romans Road is that it sums up a great deal of information in a 
few quick statements. What would you say are some of the disadvantages (if any) of doing 
evangelism with only a tool like the Romans Road? 
  
While it may not be a perfect method of evangelism, using a tool like the Romans Road is a 
helpful way to engage people with the gospel. If nothing else, it can serve as a starting point for 
ongoing conversations about the good news of Jesus. What could you do to implement the 
Romans Road into more of the conversations you have with others about the gospel? 
  
 



5 
 

2.    On Justification 
 
Justification is a big theological word that not everyone is familiar with. But if you’re a Christian, 
whether you can define justification or not, you have been justified by God. 
 
Read Romans 3:23–24. 
  
What does it mean to be justified? J.D. said to be justified means to be declared righteous. How 
would you define “justification” in your own words?? 
  
J.D. made the point that justification “is a legal declaration . . . that happens all at once.” In other 
words, our righteousness is effective immediately when we choose to follow Jesus, even if we 
don’t feel it. What difference does it make in your day-to-day life to know that you have 
been declared righteous by God? 
  
In what situations do you most often experience feelings of doubt regarding your 
justification? How can you train yourself to trust God’s declaration more than your 
feelings? 
  
Justification comes only through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. By God’s 
grace, he credits Christ’s perfect righteousness to us and, in doing so, declares us not guilty of 
our sin. What’s your typical response when you sin? What difference does your 
justification make when you sin? 
  
What could it mean for you to truly understand that, “by God’s grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus,” you are not guilty? 
  
Our justification is essential. God’s declaration of our righteousness through Jesus transforms 
the way we look at sin, puts us in right standing with God, and establishes us firmly in God’s 
family. Memorize Romans 3:23–24 to remind yourself of your justification, especially when you 
don’t feel righteous. 
 
 
3.    Peek at the Greek: Atoning Sacrifice 
 
In Romans 3:25, Paul introduces readers to yet another theological idea that we may be 
unfamiliar with: atoning sacrifice (sometimes rendered “propitiation” or “mercy seat,” depending 
on your Bible translation). 
  
Read Romans 3:25. 
  
Based on the immediate context of the passage, how would you define atoning sacrifice? 
  
The word rendered “atoning sacrifice” or “propitiation” is the Greek word hilasterion, which 
carries with it the idea of appeasement or satisfaction. As J.D. defined it, hilasterion is “a word 
that means that God’s wrath has been satisfied; his claim against you is settled.” Take a 
moment to pause and consider J.D.’s statement. What could it mean for your life to 
remember that God’s wrath has been fully satisfied? 
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God is not waiting for you to get better. He isn’t charting your progress or disappointed in you. 
Because of Jesus, you are fully justified. How can Jesus’s atoning sacrifice impact your 
faith? Your joy? Your assurance? Your gratitude? 
  
Spend a couple of minutes in prayer, asking God to help you comprehend the significance of 
Jesus as an atoning sacrifice slain for you. 
 
 
4.    Grace Empowers Obedience 
 
Romans 3 ends with Paul calling his readers to “uphold the law,” which might seem confusing 
after Paul’s earlier talk about the law’s inability to save. So, what is Paul doing in these final 
verses of the chapter? 
  
Read Romans 3:27–31. 
  
J.D. reminded us how the law functions as a mirror, showing us how far we fall short of God’s 
standard. Our only appropriate response is to run to God’s grace. When you sin, do you 
typically run to God or hide from him? Why did you answer in that way? 
 In his grace, how does God receive lawbreakers who come to him? 
  
Often, our understanding of grace stops there. We assume that God’s grace is solely his act of 
pardoning our sin. But Paul and J.D. argue that God’s grace is not only pardon; it’s also power—
the power to obey. If God’s grace empowers us for obedience, how should his grace 
reshape the way we think about obeying his law? 
  
What difference could it make in your day-to-day life to believe that God has given you 
the grace you need to obey his commands? 
  
Make a list of the three most common ways you struggle to obey God’s law. Beside each item 
on your list write, “with God’s grace, I have the power to obey.” Now, pray and ask God to impart 
to you the grace you’ll need to remain faithful to his law. 

 


